
www.usabrightbeats.com 

sales@usabrightbeats.com 

BrightBeats, LLC 

 

 

 

 

5 Piece 
RS232 Programming quick reference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



www.usabrightbeats.com 

sales@usabrightbeats.com 

BrightBeats, LLC 

 

 

Supplemental Guide for Programming the 5 Piece controller from a serial port 

 

The 5 Piece controller is an advanced controller that was designed to have its channel settings programmed via RDM commands 

over the DMX bus. However, it can also be programmed via the serial port if you are not using an advanced DMX system or just want 

to use an iPad over Bluetooth for lighting control. 
Depending on what hardware you prefer to use (computer, iPad, iPhone, Android phone) the connection method and cables will 

differ. 

Method-1: Program using iPad, iPhone, Android phone using the Get-Console app and a Get-Console 

cable/Adapter (Preferred method) 

 You will need: 

1. One of the following: Redpark Lightning to serial adapter cable, Airconsole Mini 2.0 or Airconsole Standard 2.0. 

2. Download and install Get-Console App (iOS) or for Android use Get-Console from here. 

3. DB-9 to 1/8” TRS serial adapter cable (supplied with the 5 Piece controller). 

4. DB-9 to RJ-45 adapter for Airconsole adapter (not needed for RedPark cable). 

Notes on above adapters:  

The AirConsole Standard 2.0 is the best as far as convenience since it has a rechargeable battery and supports wireless Bluetooth as 

well as WIFI connections to your device. It can be left plugged into the 5 Piece and changes can be made on the fly without going to 

the 5 Piece controller. 

The AirConsole  Mini 2.0 requires power from a USB charger in order to operate but has all the same features as the Standard 

model. 

The RedPark Lightning adapter cable is great if you make changes infrequently and don’t mind having to plug directly into your 

controller every time. 

Now that you have the above hardware setup and you have plugged in the serial cable to the 5 Piece controller, you can open the 

Get-Console App and start a session with the port settings as follows: speed 9600 (No Parity, 8 data bits, 1 Stop bit). 

Press enter in the terminal app and the menu will appear. See image at end of this guide for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.get-console.com/shop/en/31-lightning-to-serial-rj45-console
https://www.get-console.com/shop/en/25-airconsole-mini-20
https://www.get-console.com/shop/en/airconsole-standard-20l/72-airconsole-standard-20-single.html
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/get-console/id412067943?ls=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.co.cloudstore.getconsole
https://www.get-console.com/shop/en/serial-console-cables-apple-30-pin/41-rj45-db9.html
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Method-2: Program via the serial port from a PC or laptop. 

You will need: 

 1. Desktop Computer/Laptop with a RS232 serial port adapter. 

 2. DB-9 to 1/8” TRS serial adapter cable (supplied with the 5 Piece controller). 

 3. Terminal software like PuTTY to connect. 

Notes on serial ports: 

Most computers now do not have a serial port. You can check to see if it has one by looking for a DB-9 connector as shown in the 

image below: 

 

If you do not have a serial port there are many readily available USB to RS232 serial adapters on the market.  

Once you have your serial port identified you need to obtain a terminal emulation app. 

For the PC, we use PuTTY. It can be downloaded from here: https://www.putty.org/ 

After the software is downloaded and installed, open the app (see screenshot below). 

 

https://www.putty.org/
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Now click the radio button on the right for “Serial” (see screenshot below). 

 

Next, you need to change the serial port to the correct COM port. In the screenshot above we have typed COM1. The speed is 9600 

(No Parity, 8 data bits, 1 Stop bit).  Generally, if there is only one COM port on a PC it will be COM1. However, there are times when 

other devices use a COM port such as a motherboard management controller. If you are using a PC and have a USB serial adapter, 

you can identify what the COM number is by typing “Device Manager” in the Windows 10 search box. Open the Device Manager and 

scroll down to “Ports (COM & LPT)” (see screenshot below).  Expand this and look for any COM ports. If you are unsure which one is 

the USB adapter, unplug the adapter and see which one disappears. 
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For both Method-1 and Method-2: 

Now that you have everything set up, connect the supplied cable to your serial port and plug the other end into the 5 Piece 

controller serial port located next to the power connector (see image below). 

 

 

 

Next, in the terminal program, press “Enter”, and the menu (see screenshot below) will appear. 

 

 

 

 

From this menu, you can change any of the 5 Piece settings. They will be saved to flash after you hit Enter. 
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Settings Guide: 

Input Gain Range: 0-1023 (0 is off) 

Fade Speed: 0-100 

Hold Time: 10-1280 

PWM Rate: 3-100 

DMX Channel: 1-473 

 

Additional Information 

Serial cable pinouts are as follows: 

DB9 connector TRS connector 

Pin-2 Tip 

Pin-3 Ring 

Pin-5 Shield (GND) 

 

 


